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cerers, who were called malefici, or workers of evil
or mischief, as some call them ; these are the kind I
am to treat of, who are workers of evil by the assist-
ance of an evil spirit; and the last are called Chal-
deans, by which are understood foretellers of things
to come, who understand their hidden and secret
causes.

This exposition brings us down to the case in
hand, where by the word or term of magic is un-
derstood the two last sorts, who working evil of
several kinds, do it also by the assistance of an
evil spirit; that is, in English, by the help of the
Devil, by enchantment, conjurations, and corrupt
methods.

The practices of these people were many ways
diabolical, even in those days; and if we may credit
king James's account of them, they were rather
worse in those latter ages of the world than in
former times; but of that in its place.

Philo Judaeus carries it further than any of the
most ancient writers and sages, and says that by this
kind of magic, that is by astrology, and observation
of the heavenly bodies, their motions, and revolu-
tions, Abraham, who was certainly a very great ma-
gician, arrived to the knowledge of the true God;
even before he came out from Ur of the Chaldees;
that is to say, he gathered from the wise govern-
ment, the wonderful order and motion, and the im-
movable decrees and revolutions of the heavenly
bodies, that there must be an infinite, wise, and in-
telligent being, who, as he was the first cause of
their beings, so he was likewise the great director
of their motions, and by his appointment everything
In the whole system of their operations was guided
and appointed: in short, that Abraham learned to
know the Creator, by the contemplation of the crea-
ture. And doubtless, as this study of nature directly
leads us to the great author of nature, so Abraham,